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Marian’s Dream uses the following four-step pro-
cess to locate talent and innovation and help 
programs become successful and sustainable.

1.	 Determine needs – What is missing? What is 
holding up progress?

2.	 Develop Solutions – Who has a dream that 
answers the need? Does it need modifications? 
Some guidance? A prototype?

3.	 Direct Resources – How can Marian’s Dream 
support this effort and provide additional 
resources?

4.	 Deliver Sustainability – How can this program 
be sustained and supported in the future?
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Help Dreams Come True!

We are now seeking donors to enable us to do 
even more in the future. There are not enough 
foundations or public charities that give to 

small animal protection projects. Yet history has shown 
that these very groups are those that have been most 
successful in bringing about innovations such as mo-
bile spay/neuter clinics and high-volume/high-quality/
low-cost spay/neuter stationary clinics.

Won’t you join us in making a difference in cities and 
towns across the country!? Here are five ways to Help 
Dreams Come True!

1. Donate by check
Marian’s Dream 
PO Box 150 
Trumbull, CT 06611

2. Make a Life Insurance Gift
�� Give a policy with Marian’s Dream as the owner and 

beneficiary.

3. Create a Bequest
�� Ask your attorney or estate-planning advisor about 

naming Marian’s Dream in your will. You may receive 
a charitable estate tax deduction.

4. Think about a Retirement Gift Plan
�� Name Marian’s Dream as a beneficiary of the 

remainder of your assets after your lifetime. 
(Otherwise, IRAs and qualified retirement plans are 
subject to both estate tax and income tax if left to an 
individual).

5. Create a Trust
�� There are many different kinds of trusts that can be 

tailored to your specific needs while at the same 
time providing funds to help Marian’s Dream. Do 
some online research and then ask your attorney or 
estate planning advisor what kind of trust would be 
best for you.

Contact Marian’s Dream if 
you need legal assistance in 
providing gifts or donations.



With your help, Marian’s Dream can con-
tinue to carry out successful programs 
that ultimately become an integral part 
of saving the lives of dogs and cats, and 
continue to make highly impactful grants 
in areas of great need.

History

Marian’s Dream (ini-
tially known as The 
Marian Rosenthal 

Foundation) was established 
in 1981 as a memorial to Mar-
ian Rosenthal by members 
of her family. As a 501(c)3 
nonprofit public charity, Mar-
ian’s Dream has helped do-
nors help animals in impact-
ful and long-lasting ways. 
In the early years, Marian’s 

Dream primarily loaned small grassroots organizations 
funds for projects they could not otherwise afford to 
do. The loans were made with no interest expected, 
and based on an honor system.

In the 1980’s more than 70 videos and films focusing 
on animal issues were made available at a reasonable 
cost. Thousands of groups and individuals were able to 
use these materials for education about animal issues. 
Focus on Animals is now part of the National Humane 
Education Society.

In the late 80’s, young and healthy cats and dogs were 
being killed in shelters nationwide for lack of homes (12 
million annually). In response, Marian’s Dream launched 
SPAY/USA, a program that located and publicized exist-
ing low-cost spay/neuter programs and helped start 
hundreds of discounted programs and clinics. In 1993, 
SPAY/USA became a program of The North Shore Ani-
mal League.

Current Programs

About 70% of cats entering 
shelters are euthanized. 
The Five Saves Lives Cam-

paign advocates sterilization of 
cats at the age of five months, 
eliminating the unexpected and 
unwanted litters that too often oc-
cur when cats are between ages 
five to six months. This simple 
change in timing—sterilization at 

five months rather than at six months—could prevent an 
enormous number of “oops” litters.

It has been estimated that if even 20% of cat guardians 
would spay/neuter at five months of age, rather than lat-
er, about 1.5 million fewer kittens would be born in the 
U.S. annually. That is about half the number of cats killed 
in shelters each year.

Other programs of Marian’s Dream include working 
with public health departments to explain the human 
health and safety benefits of Trap/Neuter/ Return pro-
grams for free roaming cats. Officials are encouraged 
to support feral colony caregivers in a public-private 
partnership.

In another ongoing program, Marian’s Dream promotes 
leadership development for statewide spay coordina-
tors through informative retreats. These retreats focus 
on the professionalization of spay/neuter advocacy, 
including fundraising for spay/neuter programs and 
subsidies, strategic planning, quality control, seeking of 
government funding, outreach and recruitment/man-
agement to build a strong team.

Sample Grants

A grant from Marian’s Dream enabled the H.O.P.E. 
Spay/Neuter Clinic, Inc. to begin operations. 
H.O.P.E. is Connecticut’s first and only high-vol-

ume, high-quality, low-cost spay/neuter clinic for cats 
and dogs, with the demand for their services spanning 
the entire state. The clinic’s two targeted programs—
for feral cats and pit bulls—provide sterilization and 
vaccine services to the two animal populations that 
comprise the majority of animals killed in shelters.

Thanks to Mar-
ian’s Dream, Spay 
Oklahoma was 
able to purchase 
a much needed 
new truck to pick 
up animals for 
transport to spay/
neuter clinics. The 
truck is also used 
to pull the mobile 
hospital, as well 
as to visit with 
humane societ-

ies throughout eastern Oklahoma for coordinating the 
many programs now in operation. The truck gets further 
use in hauling extra crates and supplies for all the one-
day, high-volume clinics that are held in private veteri-
nary offices. Many of the areas serviced are very remote, 
including the Rosebud Indian Reservation, where more 
than 4,000 surgeries have now been performed.

Marian’s Dream
P.O. Box 150 • Trumbull, CT 06611 • info@mariansdream.org

www.mariansdream.org

Photo by R. Steinberger

Photo by R. Steinberger


